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Dear friend,



My name is Vakho. I am 16 years old, and I come from the seaside town of Poti, in the western part

of Georgia, founded by the ancient Greeks on the shores of the Black Sea.

This is my first letter to you, and not by coincidence. I want to share with you the journey my nation
has taken from independence to freedom. It’s a path we, the younger generation, walk every day—

one that we contribute to through our actions and choices.

Independence, to me, is not just a historical date or a political announcement. It’s the freedom to live
my life according to my own values and principles. My country achieved freedom thanks to the

efforts and sacrifices of my parents and grandparents.

Freedom means work and opportunity—an opportunity to serve my country with knowledge,

honesty, and shared values.

It means being able to think for myself, to study what I love, to speak my truth, and to defend the

foundation upon which our identity rests.

Georgia has long been under the influence of great empires. But in 1918, during the brief but

inspiring life of the First Republic, we clearly showed our spirit—the will to be an independent state.
And in 1991, our final liberation from Soviet rule was a rebirth—a victory on the path to freedom.

Freedom is wisdom. It teaches us how to protect our identity in an international world, and how to

be tolerant and responsible citizens.

It is the ability to write our own history, to learn from Europe’s experience while preserving our

culture.

Now, I am able to think in my own language, speak in my own alphabet, choose my own profession,

get an education based on democratic ideals, and create my own values.
Inner freedom is what I value most—that my voice matters and people can hear me.

To us Georgian young people, Europe is not just a geographical notion. It is a land of common values,
where peace, equality, and freedom are built together. That is why we believe in European

integration—not to imitate others, but because we share the same fundamental values.

I am sure that you and I are children of the same generation—a generation willing to listen, to learn,

and to build a better world together.
After gaining independence, Georgia faced both significant achievements and certain challenges.

Our country gained international recognition, which allowed it to independently determine its own

foreign and domestic policy. However, the mental influence of the Soviet Union is still reflected in



part of society, as the liberation of thinking does not happen in one day—transformation is a painful

and long-term process. But young people stand out with their creativity, critical thinking, and actions.

Georgia has taken important steps on the path to European integration. At the same time, significant
challenges still exist. We are trying to embrace European values and build our own state based on
them.

This letter is an open invitation. Let us share our experiences, and discuss how we, the new European

generation, understand the value of freedom.

What is freedom in your eyes? What does “homeland” mean to you? And what makes a civic-

conscious citizen?

I believe we will meet someday—when we won’t need to talk about freedom, because we’ll feel it

together, like a shared moment, a shared smile.
Warm regards,Vakho.

15.05 2025.



